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Stem Meeting Minutes

Meeting Date- February 5, 2018
Members Present:

1. Ms. Calcagno

2. Mrs. Campanella

3. Ms. DiMartino
4. Mrs. Draghi
5. Ms. Garland
6. Ms. Green
7. Mrs. Jacobson
8. Ms. Larsen
9. Mr. Montagnino

STEM UPDATES:
· Ms. Garland created our first STEM newsletter of the school year. STEM newsletters will be placed in the folders being give to our visitors, who’ll be visiting on Thursday, February 8, 2018.

· A STEM parent engagement session was held on Tuesday, January 23, 2018 to inform parents on how to conduct a STEM project, using the engineering design process. Parents were shown a power point explaining each of the steps of the engineering design process. A sample STEM project board was on display for parents to view. Parents were able to ask specific questions in regards to their child’s project. Teachers of all grade levels were present at this meeting to assist their student’s parents. We were very pleased with such a successful turn out.

· Ms. Larsen’s middle school classes have started using Google classroom in STEM. Students are working on using Google slides to represent each step of the engineering design process. 

· Ms. Larsen and Mr. Montenino are also collaborating to help improve student’s sketches of their designs being drawn in Engineering. 

· Ms. Larsen’s seventh grade classes are currently working on a parachute project. Students are creating their own parachutes.

Upcoming STEM Events:

1. The 100th Day of School will be taking place on February 13, 2018. All classes will be taking part in 100th day of school activities. Pictures and blurbs will be forwarded to the STEM committee so that they can be placed on the STEM website and in the newsletter.

2. Ms. DiMartino and Ms. DiPalo are still working with Project Green Reach. Both Ms. DiMartino and Ms. Dipalo’s classes will be taking a neighborhood walk on Tuesday, February 6, 2018. Ms. DiMartino and Ms. Dipalo’s classes will be walking around the neighborhood to hand out their community projects. The students will be bringing their plants to Shoprite, a firehouse, and a neighborhood deli. The UFT will be joining them on this neighborhood walk as well!

3. The STEM/ Science Fair set up will be taking place on March 12, 2018.

4. The STEM/Science Fair judging will be taking place on March 13, 2018.

5. The STEM/Science Fair will be on display the week of March 14, 2018.

STEM Committee Next Steps:

· Members of the STEM committee will begin thinking about who would like to judge the STEM/ Science fair.

· The STEM committee will work to find a new rubric for the STEM/Science fair projects. Members are looking for a simpler rubric than the one used last year. Ms. Larsen will share the rubric she uses with her classes for their challenges, so that we can use this as a starting point to creating a rubric. 

· Ms. Garland will draft a possible viewing schedule for when the classes will attend the STEM/Science fair. Ms. Garland will share with the committee when the schedule is completed.

· Mrs. Campanella has ordered the STEM/Science fair certificates. Mrs. Jacobson will type student’s names for certificates on clear labels, and another STEM committee member will place the labels on the certificates. 

· The STEM committee is still brainstorming ideas/ways for teachers to share their STEM work with the STEM committee, so that we can display students work/projects on the STEM website and in the STEM newsletter.

· Mrs. Jacobson will keep the STEM committee updated with the potential date in which the awards assembly will be held. 

Next Meeting Date:

Tuesday, March 5, 2018


